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PROBABLE 


lity of human Grandeur is 
ſo great, that it is next to 
a Miracle, when a Man 
ſupports it for a long Serieg 
— of Time. The Poſt of a 
Prime Miniſter, in all Nations and at all times, 
hath been accounted, not only the moſt incertain 
of ſuch Grandeur, but the moſt troubleſome to 
maintain, Is it not then ſurprizing, that a Na- 
p pe ON tion 


(6) 


tion which boaſts ſo much of Liberty as we do, 
ſhou'd ſuffer one Man, by uſurr ing that Autho- 
rity, to ride them for Twenty cars together? 
Well may ye, O Exgliſbman | be called Fellows 
of the Tribe of Jachan; fit for Notting but to 
carry Burthens. But the Wonder of this will 
ceaſe, if you rightly conſider tlie Ire quent Viciſ- 
fitudes of your ow Tempers ; no ſooner have you 
pulPd one down and ſet up another, than ye 
grow weary of your new . Choice, and immediate- 


Jy fall to picking Hales in his Coat. I a Man 


diſpleaſes ye, down with him! right or wrong 
it matters not, fo he be but down; and were your 
Partial Worſhips to be Judges, you wou'd take 
another Poſt upon yourſelves, and immediately 
commence Executioners ; 3 Nay, I queſtion whe- 
ther. your impetuous Equity word permit you to 


take Time to paſs. Sentence even in your own 
vulgar and prejudic'd| Form; 3 but without any o- 
ther: Proceſs than an ionumerable Quantity of 


Oaths and Excrations you wou'd proceed to Con- 


demnation firſt ; Club-Law, wou'd be the Word, 


let us cxccute the Criminal firſt and try him af- 
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ecrwards, But which if you my worthy Ma- 
ſters, 


(1) 


ſters, in the ſame dangerous Situation in regard 
to your Necks, wou'd chuſe to be treated in fo 
ungentleman-like a Manner? — Ye wanted a 
Change of Hands, and ye have had them, ye wan- 
ted a Change of Meaſures likewiſe, and don't ye 
perceive that every Thing is preparing to ſatisfy 
your Deſires; then ceaſe your Clamours, and 
impertinent Diſcourſes of Politicks over your 
Cups; keep to your honeſt Employ ments at 
Home, or if ye muſt ſtrole out to Taverns and 
Alehouſes, . confine your labour'd and ſelf- ap- 
prov'd Diſſertations to Things within your own 
Sphere ; let the beſt of you ſtudy how to eaſe 
your Poor's Rate; the: Middling Ones of you 
endeavour te ſerve his Office of Conſtable, Sca- 
venger or Headborough, to gain the Approba- 
tion of his Superiors ; ; whilft. the meaneſt a- 
mongſt ye may divert themſelves by ſeeing the 
Troops embark, or rather not ſtay grumbling 
here, but accompany or follow them to do their 
Country the Juſtice they have ſo long been baw- 
ling out for, Inſtead of diſturbing honeſt. quiet 
People in their Beds with roaring thro* the 

Streets; Down with the Exciſe, No Search, No 
C onvention, © 
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Convention, No Placemen, &c. &c. &. let em 
carry their obſtreperous Valour into Flanders and 
there down with the French, &c. Inſtead of ſtay- 
ing here in hopes of making a Holiday to ſee 
the El of O——4 on Tower Hill; let them go 
and bring us home a Marſhal of France, and then 
1 make men; 1 d for ee 


What a Noiſe and an 1 hath here Doss 
theſe two: or three Days, becauſe forſooth a Bill 
of In——y is not paſſed to fave one -who muſt 
own himſelf a F— to impeach his Maſter ; — 
one ſhakes his Head, and cries : Ah! we're ſtill 
in the fame Hole, I don't ſee that Things ate a 
Jot the better for our late Change of the M—y, 
not I, — ſays 8 ſecond——nor I replies a third: 
I was in hopes our Faxes wou'd have been lower'd 
before this, but I pay ſtill the ſame as ever, and 
ſo in my Conſcience I think they are likely to 


continue for ever and a Day, — Ay, ah, cries a 
fourth, they are ſtill going on in the ſame Way; 
here 'tis true they have ſent People to Newgate, 
but what of all that? Have they done any thing 
further ? Why you may plainly perceive that Old 

, . 3— 
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B—h laughs in his Sleeve at them Rill,- Then 
comes in the Suffrage of an old ſober Cit, wortli 


at leaſt half a Plumb, got by his own Induſtry, 


and after two or three extraordinary Whiffs of 
Tobacco he crowns their Opinions with à Nod 
of Approbation, and ſhrugging up his Shoulders, 
cries : Upon my Word, I. believe they "are 
all R —= alike, — Why here now we were 
fed up with the Hopes bf having an Act of 
I — y to forgive ſome of theaiding and abet- 
ting Plunderers, that we might have been able to 
have puniff'd the Principal, but you ſee it was 
quaſh*d, 1 warrant. you ſome of them did not 
like it for their own Sakes: well] theſe are fad 
Doings; fad Doings! indeed Neighbours, - - I re« 
member what an Uproar was made in Queen 
Ame's Days againſt Bribery, Corruption, and 
Male Adminiſtration, but Lord bleſs me, the 
Accufations that were laid then, are nothing to 
what might be laid now, if we cou'd. come 'at 
the Truth of Matters; well, for my Part I give 
it up, I never expect to ſee any more honeſt Do- 
ings, whilſt I live; for 1 think their refuſing 
this Act of In——y, is the laft Thing they can 
5 B do 
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do to ſhew that the others ſhall not have the Li- 
berty they ſtruggle for, ſo that I think it vain 
to attempt it any longer: — Ay Neighbour, cries 
one that overhears honeſt Plumb, tho? far his In- 
ferior in Circumſtances, if you are ſo angry at 
the Bill of In——y, what do you think of our 
lofing the Inſolvent Act, to be ſure that muſt be 
of great Detriment to Trade, ſo many uſeful 
Subjects to the King and ſome of them good 
Members of the Commonwealth, lying rotting 
in Priſon incapable of maintaining themſelves or 
Families; why the Jails are full, —Ay, and let 
them be, ſays old Plumb a Pack of Rogues, why 
don't they pay their Debts; I don't deſire to get 
above ſixty per Cent. for laying out my Money in 
Trade, and here I have ſo many raſcally Tradeſ- 
men and Handicraftsmen run into. my Debt, and 
get into Jail, and there die and never pay me, 
that 'tis as much as I can do to make both Ends 
meet; and get forty per Cent. — Wou'd you 
think it, I have above twenty of that kind now 
in the ſeveral Jails in and about Londen, at my 
Suit; and to tell you the Truth I ſollicited ſtre- 
nuouſly that the Bill might not paſs, —But what 

| is 
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is all this to the A& of In—y. The Nation 
has been plunder'd, and had we not better let 
three or four Rogus eſcape to puniſh one? Ah! 
fays old Slyboots in the Corner is this your way of 
arguing Mr. Plumb? You ſollicited againſt the 
InſolventBill you ſay to detain a Number of poor 
periſning Wretches in Priſon who thro? Inadver- 
tence or Misfortune have wrong'd you of two or 
three hundred Pounds, and you are very angry 
that there is not a free Parliamentary Pardon for 
Men who have been acceſſary to even robbing the 
Nation of as many Millions I did not think 
& c. - And here we may ſuppoſe high Words 
the conſtant Concomicants of all Diſputes being 
likely to ariſe, we'll beg leave to quit their Com- 
pany for a-while, and conſider what might ſeem 
a Cauſe of ſo much Surprize to the old Gentle- 
man, viz, The L— refuſing to paſs an Act of 
In——y which it may be preſumed was calculat- 
ed to bring P and many others that wou'd come 
in under ſuch and ſuch Reſtrictions as were thought 
proper to give Evidence (if I may be allow'd the 
Expreſſion) againſt their late Maſter the E— of 
0 —— In pretending to give Reaſons for ſuch 
B 2 4 
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a-Refufal, I may perhaps be againſt the common 
Cry, . .and therefore ſhall-be run down before I am 
fairly heard; doubtleſs the Refuſers had more co- 
gent. Reaſons for ſo doing than I can pretend to af. 
ſign ; k bur if I can any Ways convince my honeſt 
Countrymen that they are ſometimes prejudiced 
in Favour, of Things which wou'd be of worſt 
Conſequence were they carried in the raſh Shape 
the firſt Heat of their Paſſion wou'd have them, 
I ſhall think i it no ingrateful Taſk I have -under- 
taken; and amongſt ſeveral which have been 
Caſes miſtaken as aforeſaid, I think there is none 
more fragrant than the late Act of In . 
Had i it paſe'd in the Shape ſome Perſons wou'd 
have had 1 it, it wou'd have been one of the moſt 
cruel that ever was, much harder and more re- 
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ſtrictive than ſeveral that popular Prejudice and 
Clamour have open'd loudly at ! It would have 
been contrary to all Cuſtom and Precedent z 
for i in my humble Opinion no Man, can be in- 


demnified from a Crime he never was guilty of, 
to ſuppoſe a Man guilty of Crimes before there 
18 the leaſt Proof againſt him wou'd be highly 
injurious to the Public and contrary. to Law, 


Equity, 


V5 ” 
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Equity, Senſe, or Reaſon; but imagine a Perſon 
guilty and when you are unable to bring, out any 
Thing that can amount to an Accuſation againſt 
any one of his Actions, and then in. Order to 
make him a Culprit to have Recourſe to the 
low Subterfuges of pardoning thoſe. whom you 
wou'd as his Agents or Tools in carrying on any 
baſe Works or Machinations; is giving ſuch 
= Opening for any Set of People who may 
have been concerned in any dirty Dealings 
to ſcreen themſelves by fixing it upon others, 
that every little Villain has nothing elſe to do, 
but to ſhift his own Crimes on ſome other, 
and thereby render him obnoxious to the Juſtice 
which ſcreens the Informer, and leaves the Ac- 
cuſed without a Plea in his Defence. Is not this 
hard Uſage on the Side of the Perſon who be- 
cauſe the Vulgar have taken it in their Heads to 
accuſe him, he muſt be culpable right or wrong. 
—Suppoſe a Tradeſman ſhould by ſome Folks be 
deem'd to be in a declining Way, is it therefore 
fair to tamper with his Servants to betray him ? 
Does not every Court of Judicature in the King- 


dom, rom 7 e even to a E Bench 
of 


* — — « — 2 Ep. AR 


4elf, but notwithſtanding that he hath ſo many, 


of Juſtices, difavow and abhor the -k. 
Practices of tutoring and inſtructing W 

Are not ſucn Expedients in all Caſes wha. 2 
condemn'd, and ſhall it be countenanc'd and up- 


held by thoſe, who as they give Laws ought 
likewiſe to ſet an Example to the whole Nation ? 


No, Surely, Who then can blame the Noble 


L— that were againſt it, If a Man is guilty, 
let him have a fair Trial, but promiſing Indem- 


nity to any one concerned, carries with it the 
Face of a Reward; and eſpecially as he owns | 
himſelf concerned, he muſt prove falſe to his 
Truſt, faithleſs to the Perſon whom he wou'd 


inſinuate employ*d him, and perjured by acting 


| contrary to the Oaths he took to qualify him 
for the Places of Truſt which occaſion*d ſo much 
Confidence to be repoſed in him 3 ; all this he 

| muſt do, before he can come forth in Evidence 


againſt the Man, who hath been his beſt Bene- 
factor; and when he does come forth, if we 


rightly conſider the Premiſes aforeſaid, how can 
any reaſonable Man think that he ſpeaks one 


Word of Truth! ? He owns he muſt accuſe him- 


and 


(15) 

and ſo great Indulgencies allow'd him, it is 
natural to think from the Texture and Courſe 
of human Frailty that where any Odium of a 
blacker Die than ordinary ſhall come in Quefti- 
on, though he muſt neceſſarily darken his own 
Character a little, yet the greateſt Part of the 
Shame he will, at the Expence of Truth, ſhift 
off on thoſe, whom his hardened Front ſhall 
induce him to accuſe : In ſhort, it is like ad- 
vertiſing a Reward. for a Watch or a Ring 
ſtole, if one will come in, and make himſelf 
an Evidence, and hang his Companion, he ſhall 
go Scotfree, and be turn'd out to commit more 
Robberies. And from the Nature. that ſome 
People talk of this Affair, one would think that 
they were diſcourſing of a few Mzddleſex Juſtices 
who were ſtriving to make a Man turn Evi- 
dence. — Now the pernicious Conſequences of 
theſe Things are too well known to all the 
World to need Repetition. The deluſive Hopes 
of ſaving themſelves have occaſion*d ſeveral to 
injure even the Innocent, Brother hath. even 
hang' d Brother; and, I think, there was once 
an Inſtance of a Man's impeaching his own Fa- 

ther 
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ther: In ſhort, it is giving a Licence to the 
moſt enormous Proceedings. that can he; and 
ſcarce any Man, tho“ ever ſo. honeſty” can be 
fafez eſpecially, if theſe Gentlemen, after be- 
ing made Ref#s in Curia, ſhould be. allow'd; 


upon their fingle Evidence to all e that d 


in * Sy IT 
-"Be$S1iDEs, 28 1 obſetved wh mY never 
heard of an Act of Ind—ty being made for as 
ny Perſons before they were convicted, er at 
leaſt had done Crimes ſo openly, that there on- 
ly wanted their being brought forth to meet 4 
Conviction: Thus, at the Reſtoration of King 
Charles II, an Act of Indemnity” was paſe*d; 
becauſe greateſt Part of the Nation wil” invol- 
ved -in the Capital crime of Nebelſtön, and 
thoſe who were more remarkably ſo than others; 


were excepted in that At: But here T' take the 


Caſe- to be quite different; H here is only a Sup⸗ 


poſition of Guilt in a Miniſter. He hath long 
been' the Butt of Public Reſentment who would 


be all glad to behold his Downfall 3 but becauſe 
he hath carried himſelf ſo uprightly, or cun- 


ningly 


(17) 
ningly (take it which Way you pleaſe) that no 
Evidence can be procured which can affe& him, 
therefore the Banner is ſet up, and all who will 
come and liſt under it and endeavour to contri- 
bute to his Downfall ſhall be protected however 
guilty they have been: Several of abandon'dPrin- 
ciples wou'd doubtleſs have laid hold on ſuch 
an Expedient on him; as for Inſtance, ſeveral 
ſaunt'ring idle Wretches, who for ſeveral Years 
have attended his Levee unbidden and uninvi- 
ted, who have been refus'd Places which they 
apprehended they deſerv'd, (tho' had he be- 
ſtow'd them on them, it might perhaps have 
been the greateſt Crime he ever yet committed to 
his Country, ſince one Fool may do more Miſ- 
chief than a hundred Knaves) yet ſome of theſe 
piqu'd at ſuch a Refuſal, I ſay, tho? they have 
not Senſe enough to conduct any Thing elſe, 
might be tempted, by ſuch Offers, to ſpit their 
Venom, tell all they know and where that wou'd 
not do, eke it out with a great Deal of Scan- 
dal and Malice: It is very well known, that En- 
vy prompts ſevera! People to defame the A—n 
of the E— of O—, as Diſappointments may o- 
C N thers, 
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others, and this wou'd be opening the Flood- 
gates to let thoſe Torrents of Scandal, Cenſure 
and Petulance, which he has ſmil'd at unheeded 
for ſome Years'paft, upon him at once, every one 
wou'd averr what he had formerly faid, or even 
ſurmis'd to be true; and the ſupple Flatterers, 
who had buzz'd round him whilſt in Power, 
wou'd turn their Sycophant Smiles and ſenſeleſs 
Adulatives into Sneers at his fancied approaching 
Fall, and Invectives againft thoſe very Tranſac- 
tions which a-Year or two ago they applauded to 
„%%% 


' ARE we then become fo regardleſs of Brj- 
tifh Honour as to give it up a Prey to ſuch a 
Set of Cormorants, to prey upon at Pleaſure 
no, he is now remoy?d to a more exalted Stati- 
on than he poſſeſſed formerly, if his Enemies 
coud prove him faulty he has now the P—rs 
of the antienteſt Blood in the Land to examine 
his Conduct; his M— ſo far from ſuſpecting 
his Integrity, has heaped Honours upon him, 
which are Rewards fit for ſuch a Prince to beſtow, 
and a Subject who ſo well deſerves them to re- 
| celve 


E 
ceive with Joy: His Services have equall'd him 
with the greateſt, and ſhall every puny Inſect ar- 
raign the Eagle's Flight. 


Tu x Vulgar are indeed ſometimes in the 
right, but popular Prejudices and Clamours 
ſhould never biaſs the Wiſe 3 and, I think, it 
is at leaſt a negative Proof of this Nobleman's 
good Conduct, that, notwithſtanding the ſtrict- 
eſt Scrutinies of his moſt inveterate Enemies, 
back'd by the Inſolence, Outrages and vocife- 
tous Orations of the Mob, they have never 
been able to accuſe him of the leaſt Crime, be- 
| yond what their own bare Suppoſition has led 
them. This, indeed, was their Coup d' Eclat, 
when the Perſon who was employ'd as Agent 
under him, in one of his late high and honou- 
rable Poſts, was brought to be examin'd. touch- 
ing his Conduct; he truly refuſes to anſwer, 
for what Reaſon ? Why, becauſe, ſays he, I 
ſhall accuſe myſelf: Well, here is ſtrait an 
Outcry rais'd that the E—1 of O—d muſt be 
guilty, for Mr, Paxton refuſes to anſwer, leſt 
he ſhould accuſe himſelf : He does ſo; but he 


6-2 does 
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does not ſay, becauſe he | ſhall accuſe the E—I; 
muſt therefore his Expreſſion be tortur'd to a 
Meaning which it could never convey ? Would 
not every human goodnatur'd Man more rea- 
ſonably imagine, that his Reaſon for continuing 
Gilent was becauſe he himſelf had made too ill 
an Uſe of the Power intruſted in his Hands: 
And therefore as he could not anſwer the In- 
terrogatories propos'd to him, without diſcover- 
ing Facts that muſt condemn his paſt Conduct, 
he chuſes to make uſe of the Privilege the Law 
allows him, which obliges no Man to fay any 
Thing upon Examination to his own Prejudice: 
Is not this conjecturing more like a Man in Be. 
half of his Fellow Creature than thoſe brute Re- 
fleftions and Inſinuations, of which many in this 
Town, who wear the Appearance of the human 
Species, are to full? Well! Intreaties, Threats, 
and even Confinement is made uſe of to prevail 
on this Gentleman to accuſe himſelf, in Hopes 
that ſomething might be pick'd out of ſuch an 
Accuſation, which might give Grounds for one 
of a higher Nature; but when all theſe fail'd, 


a Scheme was found out which promis*d undoub- 


ted 


(ay. 


ted Sdeceſs: Let us, ſay they, excuſe Mr. Par- 


ton all his Crimes, if we can but fix one upon 


? 


the El of O—4 ; but the Veil was too thin 
ſpread not to be ſeen, through, and the worthy 
P—rs accordingly put their Negative upon it, 
by a very great Majority. 


Tu Diſcontented, who waited with the 
ſame Impatience as the Corniſh do by the Sea- 
ſhore, when they ſee a Ship come in, to make 
A Wreck of her, ?*till they could ſee the Down- 
fal of this great Man, are not ſparing in their 
Refleftions on thoſe honourable Perſonages who 
have ſtepp*d into the Breach, and prevented an 


Inundation of unprecedented Proceedings; there 
are not indeed, ſay they, A DOZEN made all at 
once, but they are made pretty faſt too, Miſta- 
ken Wretches ! unknowing the Dignity: they 
traduce, their flanderous Tongues alike calum. 
niate the Palace and the Cottage. Honours be- 


ſtow'd on real Merit for long and faithful Ser- 


vices may be blazon'd in the ſame Rank as the 
moſt ancient Train of noble Anceſtry, The 
Man that partakes of thoſe Honours is not an- 


ſwerable 


l 
|; 

0 
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ſ ſartable to every grumbling Farmer, or deluded: 


diſcontented Mechanic that takes it in his Head 


to canvaſs and cenſure Actions, of which he nei- 


ther knows the Tendency, nor the true Motives 
or Source: It is a tacit Kind of arraigning M—y 


itſelf, by cavilling at the Behaviour of thoſe, 
who, by ſuch Honours conferr'd, become more 


immediately it's Repreſentatives: As if that 


Fountain of Wiſdom, which the Law of our 
Land allows cannot err, would grace Intamy 
with Dignity, or add it's Titles to thoſe who 


Dir Enemies W and Juſtice. 


A LL. PO People have to do, if POR are in- 


| add, is to complain: They have done ſfo— 


Redreſs is granted them, and practiſing as faſt 


as. poſſible ; but as if not content with that, they 
urge their headſtrong Vengeance to a farther 
Pitch. If nothing will fatisfy them but Tu- 
mults and Bloodfhed, which is what they ſeem 
moſt earneſtly to wiſh and deſire; it is not then 
highly neceſſary, and a Duty incumbent upon 
| ww one, who 1s s fo dignified, to protect the 


Honour 


4 


CT 
Honour of an injur'd Pr againſt any under. 
hand Ways at leaſt undep n of c_— at 
J uſtice. | | PIT 


| IF, therefore, as it appears upon the Whole, 
the E—1 of O—4 wears his diſtinguiſh'd Ho- 
nours as a Mark of many Years ſpent in the 
Service of his King and Country, it becomes 
every true Briton to look back to the Time, 

when he ſo 'gloriouſly ſtood forth in their 
Cauſe. It further becomes them to view with 
what ſteady Adherence he hath ſerved the two 
ſacceeding Monarchs : And then, who can re- 
fuſe to wiſh that thoſe Honours may continue to 
grace him till good old Age ſhall bear him 
hence in Quiet. And as the noble L—s, who 
have gladly received him amongſt them, have 
doubtleſs concluded matürely, and with the 
moſt conſummate Deliberation; that fuch an 
A—t of I-n—y muſt be attended with the 
ill Conſequences aforeſaid, and many more which 
our weak and impolitick Reaſon cannot fathom; 


Let us not repine, but j yu with them in think- 
| ing 


( 24 ) 
ing it a wrong Proceeding; eſpectally at ſuch 2 
Juncture; and that it was the Duty of every 
one in that Noble Houſe to put his Nec aTivt 
upon ſuch a deſtructive Bill. 


